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Homework Procedure and Guidelines

The main purpose of homework is to enhance student learning and the relationship between home and school by providing a structure for students to communicate with their families about what is being learned at school.

Through this structure, families and students will be able to:

· Practise  and apply areas of learning at home

· Work together to help students with their personal management of 
time and learning

· Share and enhance learning happening at school

· Discuss what is happening at school

· Share and discuss how the student is achieving

· Have  another  line of communication with teachers

· Enjoy their life as a family

Teachers will:

· Provide homework on a regular and predictable basis

· Provide homework that reflects what is being learned at school and 
methods of teaching being used

· Provide homework which helps students to manage themselves and 
their learning

· Provide homework which is easily understood and explained by the 
child

· Have systems which monitor homework completion

· Acknowledge completed homework at least verbally

Families will:

· Use the activities to support their child’s learning

· Verify that the work has been done and provide support for it to be 
done

· Set extra work if that is what they think is appropriate

Students will:

· Be organised and responsible in the management of their homework

Homework will be organised using a homework grid:

This is issued on a Monday on a three weekly basis. Each teacher will alter the tasks according to the needs and ability of the students. Each grid is to be signed as the parent agrees on completion. Grids and worksheets need be glued into the Homework book which is to be returned by the due date.

Each item is to be addressed during the three weeks. 

The sections to be done as close to nightly as possible, Monday-Friday are: Reading, RE, and Prayerful activity or meditation. Time spent on homework is a family decision, however, a guideline is:
Years 0-2 
10 minutes daily

Years 3-4 
20 minutes daily

Years 5-6 
20-30 minutes daily

Reading

Students in the Junior Team will usually have a school reader to read. Older students will be expected to source their own reading, unless they are given reading by the teacher. The reading/ talking through of the newsletter will be part of this. Students could also be read to by another family member.

Meditation/Prayerful Activity

This could be attending Mass, family prayer time or quiet thoughtful time. Parents could use the suggestions in the Whanau/Family book.

Religious Education 
Students and families will be referred to the pages in the Family/Whanau book for ways to support the current learning focus.  From time to time related activities may also be included in as RE homework.
Word Study
This will vary from student to student and will be set by the teacher. It could involve learning basic words, spelling patterns, finding words to enhance writing, finding out the meaning of words or similar activities to do with words.

Assignment

This will vary from class to class, with small, quick tasks for juniors and more involved tasks for seniors.
Basic Facts or Maths Activity

Families can access www.nzmaths.co.nz for ideas. Teachers will let parents know what knowledge stage the student is at so families can reinforce the facts and knowledge being covered at school. There will be times when teachers send tasks to be done.

Sharing Learning

Students can talk about something they have been learning at school, and how well they are doing at learning it. 

Choice List

Choose from the suggested list and record what you did.
Fitness Activity

This would be the family’s choice- walking to school, going for a bike ride, going to dance or sports practice, playing in the back yard with the ball, are all examples.

Please Note The Following:

· Non completion of homework will not be a disciplinary issue at school; students will not be required to complete homework at school.
· Homework will not require equipment or skills that are unavailable at any family’s home.
· No schoolwork will rely on the completion of homework.
Choice List
· Read the newspaper

· Complete 30 minutes of physical activity

· Assist with preparation of the family meal

· Do a jigsaw together

· Do a crossword or other word game together

· Play a board game together

· Play a card game together

· Plan for a holiday

· Complete some artwork

· Go shopping, compare prices, and work out the total cost

· Go to www.nzmaths.co.nz and select a learning activity from the families’ page

· Help with the dishes

· Take responsibility for looking after a pet

· Send an email to a friend or family member

· Use the internet to research something you are learning about at school

· Go to the public library

· Help with the gardening

· Do some baking

· Watch the news together

· Participate in an out of school activity like dance, scouts, soccer etc…

· Make something

…….etc……

	Reading
	Maths

I am working at Knowledge stage ______

 
	Meditation, Spiritual Relaxation/

Prayerful Activity



	Assignment
	Sharing Learning
	Word Study / Spelling



	Choice List

I……

	Fitness

I……
	Religious Education.

I am studying the ___________________

Strand/Module. Please refer to page ________

in the Family/Whanau book for ideas to support my learning.


