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ST JAMES’ CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WHAKARURU HAU
(A Sheltering Place)

Reasons why you should enrol your child at St James’ Catholic School

Palmerston North

1. Culture - We strive to be a school and Parish community where a culture of LOVE, based on God’s love for us, enables all of us to love God, and others and to respect the rights, freedom and worth of all other people.  The ethnic backgrounds of our students are recognised and celebrated.
2. Gospel Values - We strive to be a community where Gospel Values are encouraged, modelled    and explored. 

3. Excellence - We strive for Excellence. Excellence is at the forefront of all that we do.  To achieve this we promote values of Perseverance, Commitment, Excellence, Enthusiasm, Creativity, Determination and Purposefulness.

4. Teaching and Learning - We adopt a formative perspective to teaching and learning, where learning programmes are based on a relationship with learners and their families and on their needs, interests and abilities. Learners know what they are learning, why they are learning it, how they will achieve the learning.   Teacher feedback and self/peer assessment helps learners make decisions about what their next learning steps are. Our skilled, professional staff keep up to date with current educational developments e.g. inquiry learning, e-learning, thinking skills, current literacy and numeracy pedagogy.
5. Curriculum -We promote education of the whole person and encourage each student to develop their individual potential in an engaging, attractive learning environment. We follow the New Zealand Curriculum and provide quality education in which all learners are encouraged to reach their full potential spiritually, intellectually, emotionally and physically.
6. Religious Education - We provide a religious education curriculum that challenges each learner to deepen their relationship with Christ and develop their understandings of Catholic teaching.  The Religious Education programme is a dynamic and practical programme which helps children to develop an understanding about how Catholics celebrate and live in today's world.

7. Pastoral Care- St James’ Catholic School endeavours to meet all personal, academic, physical, spiritual and emotional needs of every student.  We offer a before and after school care facility.

8. Physical Education and Sport – St James promotes and supports a culture of sport, health and wellness.  Our students participate in a variety of sports activities including T Ball, Touch Rugby, Netball, Hockey, Cricket, Jump Jam, Jump Rope for Heart, Aquatics, Cross Country, Athletics etc

9. Extra Opportunities – St James’ promotes and supports a culture of trying new things, risk taking, service and leadership. Our students are encouraged to participate in the following opportunities: Young Vinnies, Year 6 SUPER Achievers Leadership Programme, Tall Poppies Drama School, Choir, Kapahaka, Technics Keyboard, Science Thinking Club, Chess Club, Orchestra, Guitar Group, Photography Club, Kids Lit Quiz, Mathex, 

10. Learning Support – We recognise the diversity of all learners.  We provide learning support programmes for children with special needs and special abilities.  We fund a Reading Recovery programme. 

11. Transition to School – We recognise that turning 5 is a significant event in the life of a family.  To enable new entrants and their families to get the most out of this exciting time we offer a 10 week transition to school programme which we call SUPER Start.

12. School Layout – We have 10 classrooms, administration block, library, heated swimming pool, large well maintained and attractive grounds, garden and playing fields.
13. Information Communication Technology – All classes have computers and access to digital and video cameras. 








