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ST. JAMES’ CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WHAKARURU HAU
(A Sheltering Place)

Student Led Celebrations

Dear Family/Whanau

15 minute celebrations regarding your child/ren’s progress to date, will be held twice a year.  

Once in Term 1 and again in Term 3.
Your SUPER Achiever will be celebrating their learning with you so they will also need to attend.

Read below to learn why Student Led Celebrations support your child to be the best they can be and to develop capabilities for living and life long learning.

What Is A Student Led Celebration?
You are by now all quite familiar with the traditional 3-Way Conference where the student, the teacher, and the student’s parent/s or caregiver/s meet at intervals throughout the school year to discuss progress. A significant failing with this type of conference however, is that all too frequently the student becomes the reluctant bystander, sitting and listening to comments being made by teachers and parents as to what could have been done, or maybe should have been done, to achieve better results. Too often little effort is made to engage students in the reporting process.  They do not see themselves as being involved. There are discussions about them, rather than with them.  The student is not a bystander, but is in fact the prime reason for the meeting taking place. 
Students should be recognised as significant partners in the learning and reporting process and be encouraged to develop a growing understanding that they are able to make a positive difference for their own future. The Student Led Celebration can help them gain this understanding where procedures are developed to assist and scaffold students through the process.

The primary difference between the Student Led Celebration and the more traditional 3- Way Conference is that with the former the student is required to become involved in preparing for and participating in the conference, rather than is frequently the case with the latter, where the student is often the passive bystander, contributing on occasion following the teacher’s lead.  With the Student Led Celebration the student is delegated the responsibility for taking the leading role during conference discussions and demonstrating how they have made progress as a learner. 
Prior guidance and preparation by your child’s teacher is required to enable this to occur.

We believe SLC’s will provide the opportunity for our SUPER Achievers to share and explain their learning progress with guidance and support from their teacher.  In order for this progress to work effectively we have collated a list of responsibilities for each of the people involved in the celebration.
Student 

· Complete/choose work samples.

· Practise reflection process.

· Rehearse conference through role playing.

· Introduce all attendees at the meeting.

· Share learning intentions and success criteria and next learning steps.

· Discuss strengths and challenges.

Family/Whanau

· Be positively supportive and give time to hearing about what the student is learning rather then what they are doing.

· Listen carefully and ask clarifying questions

· View and provide encouraging comments to student’s work, progress and achievement.

· Support goal setting.

· Make an appointment with the teacher for another time if there are any concerns about the student’s learning/behaviour.

Teacher

· Plan and provide opportunities for students to complete and choose work samples.

· Act as an encourager/motivator.

· Take de-briefing sessions with the student to discuss the conferencing process.

· Support the student with their personal goals

· Provide parents with a learning update based on recent diagnostic testing
With this information we can work together to support your child’s next learning steps.  

This information has been sourced from Michael Absolum (2006) Clarity in the Classroom Chapter 10 and Student Led Conferences at Buckland Beach Intermediate School.  
“This is not the time to discuss behaviour or assessment.”







