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RATIONALE


In accordance with the New Zealand Curriculum, St James’ Catholic School will use and respond to a variety of ongoing school-wide formal and informal assessment practices to collect evidence of student achievement and progress. It will involve the focused and timely gathering, analysis, interpretation, use and reporting of information. 

PURPOSES

1. For teachers to improve student learning and teaching through teacher inquiry.
2. Ensure that the most appropriate learning opportunities are provided for students. 

3. Ensure continuity of education for individual students.
4. Provide feedback to students so that students know and understand what they can do, identify their next learning steps (feed forward) and how to achieve these, supported by success criteria.
5. Modify teaching programmes. 
6. Improve the achievement of individual students and focus groups.

7. Develop partnerships with parents. 
8. Evaluate the success and quality of the school's curriculum and teaching programmes against national standards.
9. To compare the relative achievement of different groups of students.
10. Inform strategic planning and school development.
GUIDELINES    
1 School-wide assessment information is gathered and entered onto the Classroom Manager System as per the School Assessment schedule.
2 Assessment data is analyzed and interpreted to provide evidence of student progress and to inform next teaching and learning steps for all students and focus groups.
3 Students and teachers will use a range of formative assessment strategies continuously including: peer/self assessment, observation, questioning, feed back and feed forward.
4 Classroom teachers are responsible for the provision and monitoring of quality instruction informed by student achievement data. Instruction should reflect and cater for the needs of all students. 
5 Students are able to discuss, clarify and reflect on their learning and progress.
6 Assessment data will be shared with students and their family/whanau through scheduled conversations with parents, Student Led Celebrations, student/teacher conferencing, books as appropriate, Celebrating My Learning Journey (end of year learning summary).  Please refer to the St James School Policy on Reporting Pupil Progress to Parents/Caregivers.

7 Reporting of assessment data to the Board of Trustees will be done according to the yearly schedule and will include analysis of all major assessments that are undertaken.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
The New Zealand Curriculum 
Assessment Essentials TKI 
Mathematics Curriculum Delivery at St James’ School

The Process for Reading Instruction at St James’ School

The Process for Writing Instruction at St James’ School
St James’ School Policy on Reporting Pupil Progress to Parents/Caregivers.
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