ST JAMES’ SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

POLICY ON REPORTING CHILD ABUSE

7th February 2010
RATIONALE

This policy acknowledges that St James’ Catholic School Board of Trustees has particular responsibilities under the legislation to report any suspected child abuse to the appropriate authorities in order to keep its students safe and free from harm.  

PURPOSE
To ensure that the reporting of child abuse is done in accordance with the Interagency Protocols agreed by the Ministry of Education and Child, Youth and Family.
POLICY 
There are currently two documents to be referred to in cases of child abuse and neglect which are available on the school server.  In the future these will be available on the Child, Youth and Family Website (www.cyf.govt.nz),

Any disclosure of child abuse made to the Staff of St James’ Catholic School will be dealt with in accordance with the Ministry of Education and Child, Youth and Family Protocol Agreement. 

 The first document is “An Interagency Guide to Breaking the Cycle – Lets Stop Child Abuse Altogether, 2001”.  This guide gives general information about the following:

1. Recognition of child abuse and neglect
2. Definitions of abuse;

3. Signs of abuse and neglect;

4. Guidelines for recognition;

5. reporting child abuse and neglect;

6. Privacy legislation;

7. Who’s who in child protection;
8. Contact information

The second document is “Breaking the Cycle – Interagency protocols for Child Abuse Management, 1996” Section 5.1 – 5.5.  This guide gives specific information on what to do if child abuse or neglected is suspected and needs to be reported.  

· The recommended policy and reporting procedure on child abuse and neglect in schools (section 5.2);

· Recommended Policy on reporting child abuse and neglect in schools (section 5.3);

· Recommended reporting procedures and flowchart (section 5.4);

· Recommended policy on dealing with child abuse allegations against employees in schools (section 5.5).
PROCEDURE

1.
A staff member who is concerned for the welfare of a student should discuss this with the Principal in the first instance.  The Principal will then refer to Section 5.1-5.5 of the Interagency Protocols for Child Abuse Management to decide on the appropriate course of action.
DEFINITIONS

Child abuse: the harming (whether physically, emotionally or sexually), ill treatment, abuse, neglect or deprivation of any child. (Section 2 Children Young Persons and Their Families Act 1989)
Physical Abuse: All physical injuries to children where there is knowledge that the injury was not accidental or knowingly not prevented.

Sexual Abuse: The use of a child for the sexual and/or physical gratification of someone who takes advantage of their power and/or the child’s trust.

Neglect: Serious deprivation of children of necessities such as food, shelter, supervision appropriate to their age and essential physical and medical care.  

Emotional Abuse: Negative attitudes and behaviors on the part of adults which severely impact on the child’s emotional and physical development.  
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